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[Topic)

Report on volunteer post-disaster relief activities
following the Great East Japan Earthquake :Principles
of international volunteer used in nursing support in
evacuation shelters and future challenges

Shiho UMEZAWA V, Sachivo MIYAKOSHI ?’

Y Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers, Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA),
?>Nagano College of Nursing

[Abstract] Volunteers from the Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers (JOCV), which forms part
of Overseas Development Aid, engaged in post-disaster relief activities after the Great East Japan
Earthquake in A evacuation center in Miyagi Prefecture, and this paper reflects on the activities of
participating volunteers and examines the experience brought to nursing support in the evacuation
center as well as future challenges to be considered in disaster nursing support in the affected
region in the future. In support activities in the evacuation center, the principles learned from JOCV
experience, namely, “use resources available on-the-spot, and coordinate and collaborate” and “provide
timely support in accordance with people’ s needs” were applied, and these seem to be common
principles that apply equally to support in the disaster-affected region and international volunteer
in developing countries. My challenges for the future include being able to respond to the need for
nursing professionals in times of disaster to make urgent decisions and take urgent action, acquiring
expertise in disaster nursing knowledge and skills, and fulfilling an appropriate role as a nursing

professional in all aspects of disaster nursing in its wide sense.

[Key words] The Great East Japan Earthquake, disaster nursing, Japan Overseas Cooperation

Volunteers (JOCV), international volunteer
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