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[Material)

The outcomes of international nursing practicum with
students of National University of Samoa in 2009 :
From the standpoint of the participating students

Yuki KIKUCHI ”, Maki TAKEMURA #, Natsumi MIYAZAWA *,
Sachivo MIYAKOSHI *

Y Toranomon hospital, ?’Nagano Chuo hospital, * Kenwakai hospital,
' Nagano College of Nursing

[Abstract] Pursuant to an agreement between The National University of Samoa (NUS) and Nagano
College of Nursing (NCN), two exchange students from NUS came to Japan in the 2009 academic
yvear to experience a two-week international nursing practicum done together with three NCN student
nurses. The purpose of this research was to summarize the contents of this 2009 international nursing
practicum, and evaluate its outcome from the standpoint of the participating students. The practicum
took place in a nursing home, with the NCN and NUS student nurses combining with each other
into groups of two-to-three students each to experience looking after one elderly client, and observe
operation of healthcare facilities. The research method was to hold a group discussion with the
NCN student nurses after the practicum completed, and for each student to summarize what she/he
learned based on this experience. Memorable experiences for the student nurses were divided into 8
categories, and as a result of consideration of these 8 categories, this practicum fostered for the NCN
student nurses a new awareness of the culture of their own country, and a viewpoint on transcultural
nursing that will be necessary for future international collaboration and cooperation, such as the

processes and methods for mutual understanding by nurses from different cultural backgrounds.

[Key words] international nursing, international nursing practicum, transcultural nursing, nursing

student, Samoa
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