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This is a report of the research concerning the need for English
skills in the nursing practice in the cities of Nagano prefecture,
which gives an outline of the research and the principal results of
the survey with the questionnaire. The ultimate purpose of the
research is to examine what kind of English in what case the nursing
practice needs and to supply data for the future education in
nursing. The method is the questionnaire survey, which was
conducted on the head nurses at the general hospitals in the 17
cities of Nagano prefecture. Major findings of this survey are as
follows: Most nurses feel the need for English skills, mainly in
everyday English conversation, chiefly when they attend to the
nonnative patients. They expect graduate nurses to display
leadership in the research and to attend to nonnative patients. Most
of the respondents have experiences of nursing care or attended to
nonnative patients, and they feel the need for knowing the cultural
background of nonnative patients and find it difficult to come to a
mutual understanding. Most hospitals have had nonnative
inpatients, although not many in the present. The hospitals where
all in outpatients’ department and about 70% in inpatients’ ward of
the respondents have the manuals, which they can read when they
attend to nonnative patients. Many nurses who have experience of
care or attended to nonnative patients feel the occupational need
for English skills in practice nursing. Nursing practice calls for the
nurses who have basic English skills. English education in nursing
educational curriculum is necessary for the nurture of nurses who
play conspicuous parts in clinical settings with full use of English.
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