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End-of-Life Care for Dementia Patients in Group Homes:
Comparison Between Facilities with and Without Nurses

in Their Approaches and Issues

Abstract

The objective of this study was to obtain information to help establish a system
for implementing end-of-life care in group homes.

A questionnaire survey was conducted in 4886 group homes, which were
randomly extracted among 9785 group homes nationwide. A total of 1174 group homes
responded (the response rate: 24.02%). Comparisons were made between group homes
with and without nurses (=487 and 687, respectively) using a chi-square test and Mann-
Whitney U test. When approaches to end-of-life care were compared, the group homes
with nurses had significantly more experience in end-of-life care, receipt of additional
fees for coordinated medicine, receipt of additional fees for end of life care, and
development of end-of-life care guidelines (p<0.001). The group homes with nurses had
fewer issues and difficulties in end-of-life care regarding “insufficient medical
knowledge and skills,” “difficulties in cooperation between nursing and caregiving staff,”
and “difficulties in developing end-of-life care guidelines” (p<0.001).

To provide end-of-life care at group homes, the present study indicated the
importance of experienced nurses in facilities to establish cooperation among healthcare,

nursing; and caregiving staff, and to develop guidelines for end-of-life care.

Key words: group homes, end-of-life care, elderly with dementia



