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[Summary]

Recognition of Child Maltreatment among Parents with Infants
and Preschool Children in K City

Naho SATOH, Masayo UCHIDA, Sachie TAKEUCHI, Hiroko KURIBAYASHI,.
Reiko SHINOHARA, Mitsuko KITAYAMA, Maki TAWARA, Miki KAWARADA,
Yuko MIKOSHIBA, Toyoko YOSHIZAWA and Akio KITAYAMA

Nagano College of Nursing

The purpose of this study is to explore what kind of actions of parents are regarded as physicéi
abuse, psychological abuse or neglect. Questionnaires were mailed to 1005 pairs of parents whose
children went to nursery school in K city. 735 pairs of parents (73.4%) responded.

The following results have been obtained.

1) Parents regarded the harsh treatment in disciplinary practices not as physical abuse but as
discipline,

2) Of 3 types of maltreatment, psychological abuse was the most difficult to be recognized as
such by parents.

3) Some kind of neglect that might endanger their children was not taken as seriously as it
should be. ,

It appears that the mothers ’ recognition of child maltreatment depended on their age, the’
number of their children and whether they had someone like a mentor about child rearing.
practices.

We suppose such recognition is reflected on their daily child rearing practices, so we are
afraid many potential child maltreatment exists. We think that it is necessary to disseminate the
knowledge of child maltreatment and to provide parents with the opportunity for them to think
about their child rearing practices. It is also felt the necessity to help parents to reduce and
resolve their stress and anxiety in their daily life dealing with their children.

Keywords: recognition of child maltreatment, child rearing practices, physical abuse,
psychological abuse, neglect
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Nagano College of Nursing, 1694 Akaho, Komagane, 399-4117

(From 1999 April) Graduate Schccl of Nursing, Chiba University,- 1-8-1
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