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[Material)

The concept of “role model” shared among literatures
related to nursing education in Japan

Mio Ota!’ , Jukai Maeda?

D Graduate Student of Nagano College of Nursing,
2> Nagano College of Nursing

[Abstract] In Japan, the term “role model” is used in the official report issued by an advisory panel
of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, and the report showed the
usefulness of role model in nursing education. Unfortunately, however, the term “role model” is
neither spread well nor shared common perceptions among nurses. As a result of reviewing past
literatures related to nursing education, the role model in nursing included such characteristics as 1)
human beings, 2) alive, 3) people around, 4) elders and betters, and 5) nurses. Moreover, it was proved
that choosers of role model were not nursing students nor new graduate nurses, but educators and
researchers in nursing. It was suggested that the role model in the field of nursing education was
thought as means to improve senior nurses' performance rather than to develop nursing students and

fresh nurses.
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