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[Report]

The Current Situation Regarding Support Provided by Public
Health Center Nurses in Response to Infectious Disease
Outbreaks at Facilities for the Elderly

Fumi MURAI", Kieko YASUDA"

UNagano College of Nursing

[Abstract] This study aims to identify the actual support provided by the public health center nurses (PHNs) in coping
with and controlling infectious disease outbreaks at facilities for the elderly. Self-reported questionnaires were sent to 11
health centers in A prefecture and 69 PHNs within those centers.

Over a two years period, there were 105 reported cases of infectious disease outbreaks at social welfare facilities in nine
health centers. 78.7% of infectious disease outbreaks in residential facilities occurred at facilities for the elderly. 66.7% of
PHNSs reported that they had ever provided support for infectious disease outbreaks at facility for the elderly. PHNs were
consulted regarding the following topics: basic measures to control infectious disease outbreaks, measures tailored to the
characteristics of the elderly, measures of information management, reconsideration of current measures implemented by the
facility, responsibility of the facility and function of the health center, and others. Difficulties in providing support included
the following topics: difficulty of measures due to the characteristics of the elderly, insufficient understanding of the facility
workers regarding infectious diseases, adjustment with the management section, difficulty in obtaining the understanding
required to support of the health center.

The following two requirements were suggested for PHNs: (1) The enhancement of education for facility workers in basic
knowledge of infectious diseases and in the functions of the health center. (2) Reconsideration of the actual support by PHNs

for improvement of their capabilities in discussing and sharing their knowledge.

[Keywords] public health center, public health nurse, infectious disease outbreak, facility for the elderly
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