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[Material)

Which spots represent the soundscapes in Komagane? :
Interviews with college students

Junko MATSUMOTO ”, Toshiva NOSAKA ", Akio KITAYAMA ",
Akira TAGAYA Y

Y Nagano College of Nursing

[Abstract] We attempted to find out the soundscapes representing Komagane, a countryside town
located in southern area of Nagano Prefecture in Japan, for young inhabitants. We interviewed 73
college students living in Komagane, for more than one year. They were asked to indicate what
sounds they had felt comfortable and where in Komagane they heard each of such sounds. The
soundscapes felt comfortable by participants included the sounds of 1) the water running under
the suspension bridge over a river bordering the town; 2) wind, 3) birdsong, and 4) the carillon
in participants’ college campus; and 5) streams near the campus. These results suggest that the
soundscapes felt comfortable by the students are mostly of natural sounds such as those of rivers,
streams, the wind, and birdsongs, and the places for the soundscapes are three spots: 1) the suspension

bridge, 2) the college campus, and 3) its adjacent area.

[Key words] soundscape, sound environment, Komagane, Nagano Prefecture, college students
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