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[Report]

Issues for providing seamless palliative care activities for
visiting nurses and ward nurses
: focusing on the designated cancer hospital in region A

Kunie KARASAWAY, Kieko YASUDAY, Mihoko ITO?,
Mihoko SHIMIZU?, Akiko KOBAYASHI?, Fumiko OISHI®

UNagano College of Nursing, ?Achi visiting nursing station,
Yida Municipal Hospital, YFormer Nagano College of Nursing,
YSeirei Christopher University

[Abstract] This study aims to describe the palliative care and awareness of visiting nurses working in the same
secondary medical area with ward nurses of the solitary designated cancer hospital in region A, and also to examine issues
for providing seamless palliative care. For these purposes a self-rating questionnaire survey was conducted, and responses
from 28 visiting nurses and 47 ward nurses were collected. Visiting and ward nurses showed a very strong awareness of
conducting the following activities: communication with patients and families, patient- / family-centered care (visiting
nurses); and pain and dyspnea care (ward nurses). In regard to the designated cancer hospital’s cooperation with visiting
nursing, from self-rating questionnaire survey, the both types of nurses recognized the cooperation as issues. In region A, it
is necessary to discuss specifically the practice of patient- / family-centered care and the way of cooperating with each other.
The findings suggest the necessity to establish an environment where visiting nurses can consult and discuss with physicians,
to increase opportunities for ward nurses to learn about home palliative care, and for the visiting nurses to provide feedback

to ward nurses.

[Keywords)seamless palliative care, visiting nurses, ward nurses, the regional palliative care, designated cancer

hospitals
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