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Title: Nursing Strategies when Collaborating with Medical Institutions Necessary for
End-of-life Care in Group Homes

Abstract _

This study aims to identify nursing strategies to collaborate with medical institutions
necessary for end-of-life care in group homes (GHs) for elderly with dementia.
Semi-structured interviews were conducted with 12 manégers and nurses in ten GHs in
different parts of Japan to determine details of the strategies nurses employ when
collaborating with medical institutions. From 141 coded activities, nine categories,
including “assess to the remaining physical strength and cognitive functions of the
elderly”, “to support health care management and daily routines”, and “to evaluate the
necessity of therapeutic intervention by paying attention to minor change in conditions”,
were extracted. From these, four aspects of nursing practice were found: “assessment”,
"providing care and medical treatment", "education and consultation", and
"coordination". These nursing strategies were involved in the entire process and enable
smooth collaboration with medical institutions ensuring adequate treatment. Findings
suggest that to realize collaboration with medical institutions for the end-of*life care

provided in GHs requires nurses to play central roles in the nursing strategies related

to these four aspects of nursing practice.

Key words: group homes, end-of-life care, elderly persons with dementia, collaboration

with medical institutions



